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taining, perhaps too completely, the easy and familiar style of the 
lecture, it is, in the main, a clear and intelligent presentation of its 
subject. Too elementary and restricted in scope for a ' treatise, ' it 
may at least claim, in its 460 pages of text, to supply a useful and 
fairly satisfactory outline of property law. It is too much to expect 
that a book of this kind will be much in demand by practicing 
lawyers and judges, but the very deficiencies which render it of 
slight value to them — its very general character and suppression of 
detail — are an advantage in a student's hand-book. Its principal 
defect from this point of view is the almost complete, lack of argu- 
ment, of explanation, of reasoning from principles, especially in the 
statement of modern and contemporaneous doctrine. Akin to this is 
the infrequency of any reference to the social or other conditions by 
which the law is shaped. Many legal doctrines are their own excuse 
for being, but much of the law of real property is unintelligible unless 
related to the life of the people among whom it has taken form. 
That the author has a capacity for legal scholarship is evinced by the 
learned notes on the validity of an oral agreement to stand seised 
(142-152) and on the power of an heir over an executory devise, etc., 
(323-338), but these (reprinted from periodicals) are curiously out 
of place in a work of the general and elementary character of the 
book under consideration. 

The arrangement of topics is sometimes puzzling, and suggests 
the lack of a carefully ordered plan. It is not easy to see why the 
treatment of the fee tail estate (chap, x) should be separated by five 
chapters from that of " The Fee Simple and some other Fees " 
(chap, iv), nor why the remainder (chap, ix), the contingent remainder 
(chap, xiii) and the cross remainder (chap, xv) should have been 
scattered among different and alien topics, nor yet why the consider- 
ation of uses and trusts should be dropped at page 152, only to be 
resumed at page 344. 

With these infelicities of arrangement, the reader is struck by a lack 
of balance and proportion in the presentation of the matter contained 
in the work. The subject of conditional and future estates is fully 
and, in the main, as satisfactorily treated, while other topics of im- 
portance, such as easements, covenants running with the land and 
natural rights are dealt with in a somewhat haphazard and unsatisfac- 
tory style. On the other hand, the manner of treatment generally 
adopted, by the statement of cases, is to be commended. With all 
its delects the book is an interesting exposition of the law of real prop- 
erty in its general outlines and should prove useful to the student who 
lacks the advantage of a thorough course of instruction in the subject. 

Current Law. George Foster Longsdorf, Editor in Chief. 
St. Paul: Keefe-Davidson Co. 1904. pp. Vol. I, x, 1208; Vol. II, 
xviii, 2195. 1905. pp. Vol. Ill, xv, 1 7 10; Vol. IV, xv, 1971. 

This latest effort of the digestor to cope with the multitudinous 
and prolific reporter deserves the gratitude of the profession. It owes 
its peculiar and distinguishing features to the well-founded convic- 
tion that the ordinary digest of decisions itself needs a digest to open 
up its wilderness of precedents to those who would go straight to their 
goal. Accordingly the statements of current law are printed in large 
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type as text and the citations appear as foot notes below, the form 
adopted being that of the encyclopedia of law rather than that of the 
ordinary digest This has the advantage of furnishing a running 
commentary on the decisions, which can be quickly scanned and in 
which the elusive point which is the object of the search can be run 
down with the least possible loss of time. It has the disadvantage, 
however, of calling for so great compression of statement as to leave 
the searcher in doubt sometimes as to whether the point he has run 
down is really the object of his search or another. This is due to the 
fact that the text or commentary takes up so much space as to render 
it impossible to print the note of each case with sufficient fulness to 
bring out the point involved. The work thus becomes a text-book 
of current law, the value of which will depend on the learning and 
skill of the author. In this respect the book under examination is 
fully up to the standard to which the recent and now indispensable 
cyclopedias of law have accustomed us. But the difference between 
such a work and a digest is wide, and it is not to be forgotten that the 
latter, with its orderly statement of the facts of each case given, is, 
notwithstanding the increasing difficulty of finding one's way in it, still 
a useful if not indispensable tool of the working lawyer and law 
student. 

It should, however, be added to the advantages of the new publi- 
cation that its form enables it to bring out and state in its appropriate 
connection every point of law involved in the cases decided during the 
year, while the digest can rarely state a case more than once, however 
full of " points " it may be. 

And so we reach the obvious conclusion that we need an encyclo- 
pedia or text-bookof current law as well as an annual digest and we 
welcome the new comer to our shelves without displacing the more 
venerable helper. 

The Law of Bailments, including Pledge, Innkeepers and 
Carriers. By James Schouler. Boston : Little, Brown & Co. 1905. 
pp. xxxii, 415. 

The present volume is based on the learned author's larger work 
on the same subject (Boston : Little, Brown & Co. ) and is intended 
as we are informed in the preface as an " elementary treatise " for the 
"elucidation of principles". Those who are acquainted with the 
earlier work will find no surprises in the present treatise. The prin- 
cipal change is one of emphasis. At the same time that the 782 
pages of the former have become through omission and condensation 
415 in the latter, the topic of Carriers to which approximately one 
half of the earlier book was devoted has grown relatively until it 
occupies about two-thirds of the present volume. This change of 
emphasis would seem to be a proper recognition of the growing 
practical importance of the subject of Carriers. But it is submitted 
that the gain in brevity and the improvement in proportion have not 
been accompanied by any corresponding gain either in substance, 
arrangement, or expression. 

In support of this position a few passages may properly be cited. 
Sections 435 to 437 of the earlier work discussed the question of the 
liability of the carrier where his negligent act has brought the goods 



